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THE COMPOSER

Chen Qian, born in Guiyang, China, began violin lessons with his father at the
age of three and started playing piano at age four. At seventeen, he worked
as pianist for the City Song and Dance Ensemble of Guiyang. In 1981, he was
recruited by the composition department of Sichuan Conservatory of Music and
became a student of Professor Huwei Huang. Currently, he is resident composer
for the Military Band of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army. His range of works
cover symphonic music, chamber music, music for television and film. He is
recognized for the advancement of wind instrument composition, developing
new fechniques to make wind instruments more expressive. Among his works
are Symphonies No. 1, No. 2, No. 3, and No. 4 for the wind band; “Fissure”
Double Concerto for Trumpet and Symphony Band; “Crazy, “ Concerto
for Flute and Wood band; “Exploits,” a symphonic overt r the wind band;
and a large number of other pieces for the jazz Big Ba is works have been
performed in the United States, the Netherlands, Bel
Japan, Korea and Hong Kong. In 1997, he was ho
wind music at the Beijing Concert Hall, which wa
believes that new concepts and new techniques w
style that will bring fogether modern music and the a

THE COMPOSITION

Inspired by the famous poem by the well-known Tang poet and musician,
versions. The main theme is from “Parting at the Yang-guan Gates i (1867). Wang-

e ancient times. Understanding and appreciating the
> correct performance of this piece.

a plucked seven-string instrument that he
sound of the guqgin and the style of guqgin
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CHINESE PERCUSSION INSTRUMENTS

The composer makes extensive use of fraditional Chinese percussion instruments. To play these instruments, special
techniques are required that may be unfamiliar to some performers. The following legend offers explanations of the
markings in the music and suggests suitable standard percussion substitutions for the Chinese instruments.

Picture Instrument

Description

Ban Gu

Gong

XiaoBo
(shee-ow bwo)

CHN Drum

The Ban Gu is the most important part of this pi

. The ban is the
Chinese version of the wood block, made o pieces of wood
linked together as a wood clapper. The s i
short and bright. It is used in all kinds of
in tfraditional north Chinese operas wh

the singers.

The bangu, often simply gu, is a Chinese fram
struck by one or two small bamboo sticks, creat
essential to the aesthetic Chinese opera.

allow to let ring. Also applies to crash cymbals.
the edges together lightly .

Small' gong or thin plate beaten with the side of a wooden ruler. The
h should rise slightly after being struck.

(I) - use your hand to stop the instrument from ringing.

Medium-sized barrel drum with two drum heads struck with wooden
dowels. A tfom-tom may be used instead.

Large drum with two skin heads, played with wooden dowels or with
the hands. Similar to the TangGu, but larger. A small bass drum may
be used instead.

4+ - Muffle the drum head with one hand.
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INSTRUMENTATION LIST

1 - Piccolo
2 - 1st Flute
2 - 2nd Flute
2 - 3rd Flute
2 - 4th Flute
2 - 1st Oboe
2 - 2nd Oboe
1 - English Horn
4 - 1st Bb Clarinet
4 - 2nd Bb Clarinet
4 - 3rd Bb Clarinet
2 - Bb Bass Clarinet
2 - Ist Bassoon
2 - 2nd Bassoon
1 - Contrabassoon
2 - 1st Eb Alto Saxophone
2 - 2nd Eb Alto Saxophone
2 - Bb Tenor Saxophone
2 - Eb Baritone Saxophone
3 - 1st Bb Trumpet
3 - 2nd Bb Trumpet
3 - 3rd Bb Trumpet
2 - 1st F Horn
2 -2nd F Horn
2 - 3rd F Horn
2 - 4th F Horn
3 - 1st Trombone
3 - 2nd Trombone
2 - Bass Trombone
2 - Euphonium
2 - Bb Euphonium T.C.
4 - Tuba
2 - String Bass
1 - Piano
2 - Percussion I
Ban Gu, Gong
2 - Percussion Il
XiaoBo, Tam-tam
2 - Percussion llI:
XiaoLuo, TangGu
2 - Percussion |V:
CHN Drum
2 - Percussion V:
Bells, Crash Cymb
2 - Percussion VI:
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Commissioned by The Vanderbilt Wind Symphony. Dedicated to Thomas Verrier, conductor and friend. 5
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